[Evaluation of the vaccination of 3-month-old infants with Haemophilus influenzae type B (Hi b) capsular polysaccharide conjugated to tetanus protein (PRT-T) Pediatric Group of the Lyon Region].
Haemophilus influenzae type b (Hi b) is responsible for severe invasive infections, particularly meningitis, in children under 5 years of age, with the greatest frequency between 6 and 18 months. The antigenicity of Hib is related to its capsular polysaccharide (polyribosyl-ribitol-phosphate or PRP) which is at the origin of the production of bactericide anti-PRP antibodies. Vaccine using PRP alone have been shown to be well tolerated and immunogenic, but only in children above 2 years of age. We vaccinated 365 infants starting at the age of 3 months with a vaccine using a PRP-tetanus toxoid conjugate (PRP-T), coupled with the DTP pertussis vaccine. Local and general tolerance was found to be very good. Quantitative serum antibody measurements showed excellent immunogenicity. None of the vaccinated infants presented an invasive Hib infection. It therefore appears that early systematic vaccination of infants with PRP-T vaccine should be encouraged.